CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The European Social Fund National Implementing Agency (ESZA Kht.) calls for proposals for Grant Schemes 1 and 2 under Phare-programme No. 2002/000-315.01.05 and 2003/004-347-000-05-04 entitled "INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS"

(In the frame of the "School of the 21st Century" Programme)
1. Reference number and title of the Call for Proposals:

	2002/000-315.01.05-01
2003/004-347-000-05-04-01
	Refurbishment, reconstruction and extension of educational buildings, and procurement of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) equipment and devices

	2002/000-315.01.05-02
2003/004-347-000-05-04-02 
	E-learning contents development and/or in-service teacher training programmes 




2. The programme and the sources of financing
The „Information Technology in Primary Schools” programme is co-financed by Phare and the resources of the Ministry of Education,..
The programme will receive grants under two subsequent national Phare-programmes in 2002 and 2003. As the criteria for eligibility for the two Phare-programmes are identical, they will be advertised in a single Call for Proposals.

As of the date of publication of the call for proposals and all through the implementation period, expert workgroups will provide professional assistance to the entities intending to apply and to the successful applicants. Information about the availability of the expert workgroups can be obtained at the Regional Development Agencies.
3. Priorities

When evaluating the proposals, particular priority will be given to schools

a) in settlements listed in the Annex to Government Decree No. 7/2003. (I. 14.) establishing the list of settlements underdeveloped in socio-economic and infrastructural terms or affected by an unemployment rate significantly higher than the national average;

b) of which at least 50% of the pupils come from a family that receives supplementary child care allowance;

c) that provide education to pupils belonging to national minorities;

d) that provide or intend to launch integrated education, with special respect to education of Roma children, furthermore the mentally handicapped pupils to limited extent and other handicapped children;

e) that undertake to establish and sustain associations for maintaining schools; 

f) the pedagogical programme of which includes development fields focusing on elementary skills, abilities and competencies;

g) that provide or intend to launch education of children with learning and/or behavioural difficulties;

h) the number of pupils of which ensure an at least 70% rate of utilisation in the long run.

4. Activities eligible for grant, geographic scope and duration of the projects

(a)  Under Grant Scheme 1, applications together for both components in a single proposal should  be submitted.
Within component 1 "Refurbishment, reconstruction and extension of educational buildings", proposals may be submitted with regard to the following:

Construction activity enabling accommodation of the ICT function, as fully supported by the relevant documentation in professional and technical terms, implemented to directly achieve the objectives of the programme and in compliance with the relevant laws and legal regulations:
· Creation of multifunctional sections of building (education, pedagogy, community, spare time, culture, sports);

· Building activity aiming at modernisation, cost-efficiency, facility management and sustainability;

· Creation of classrooms or group of classrooms complying with 21st century ICT and educational methods;

· Building activities ensuring energy saving and barrier free environment;

Under component 2 „Procurement of ICT equipment and devices”:

· Comprehensive development of structured data cabling system, extension or complete replacement of the existing cabling system;

· Development of integrated low voltage systems serving the protection of the infrastructure;

· Installation of network switches, procurement of servers, multimedia workstations, special tools assisting educational work, applications, software and devices required by the implementation of developments;

· Installation of a networks including at least 12 workstations and user software;

· Procurement of the licence for and data carriers of e-learning materials and other electronic dictionaries and encyclopaedias.

(Considering that the ICT equipment and devices will be purchased under an international procurement tender, successful applicants are expected to receive them in the school year of 2004/2005.)

(b)  Under Grant Scheme 2, applications for the two components must be submitted separately:
Under Component 1 "E-learning contents development":

· Application and adaptation of existing e-learning materials that have been successfully used in education;

· Enhancement of existing teaching materials to create e-learning materials and applying them;

· Development and professional/electronic enhancement of e-learning materials in terms of their contents;

· Web-enabling of teaching software.

· Out of class activities for developing pupils’ and teachers’ creativity 

· Development of e-learning materials for pupils with special educational needs; 

Under Component 2 " Teacher in-service training ":

· Participation in accredited basic-level training courses on IT usage and development.

· Participation in accredited methodological in-service training courses on e-learning and teaching.

· Participation in training courses supporting acquisition of skills for developing e-learning programmes.

· Participation in accredited training courses on personalised and individual development pedagogy.

· Presentation of model and recognised e-learning and teaching programmes developed for minority students or students with special educational needs to participating teachers.

· Presentation of model and recognised school or small region e-learning procedures and programmes in practice in the host schools to teachers from other schools.
(c) Geographic scope: The activities shall be performed within the territory of the Republic of Hungary.

(d) Project duration: maximum 18 months from the signature of the Grant Contract.
The criteria for eligibility are described in the Guidelines for Applicants.

5. The total amount available for grant under the Programme

Grant Scheme 1: EUR 22,970,000
Grant Scheme 2: EUR 2,550,000
6. The grant available to a single applicant under the Programme

(a) The amount available under Grant Scheme 1 to a single applicant (including both components):

minimum EUR 83,000, and maximum EUR 250,000.

(b) The amount available under Grant Scheme 2 to a single applicant (per component):

minimum EUR 17,000, and maximum EUR 50,000.

(c) In addition, the amount of grant may not exceed 90% of the total eligible cost of a project. The remaining 10 % shall be provided by the successful applicant and its partners from their own resources (in kind or in cash) and from other than sources of European Union budget. The own resource can be provided by the long-term subsidised credit of the Hungarian Development Bank in the frame of “School of the 21st Century" Programme. The complete application dossier with regard to the subsidised credit is available for free of charge at the Ministry of Education (1052 Budapest, Szervita tér 8.) and can be downloaded from the website of the Ministry of Education (www.om.hu/beruhazas21). General information concerning the subsidised credit can be obtained by Dr. Árpád Kovács (Tel.: 06 30 466 2391, e-mail: beruhazas21@om.hu) and micro-region managers. The credit should be available by the signing of the grant contract.
7. Expected number of selected proposals:

Under Grant Scheme 1: ~ 92-277; under Grant Scheme 2: ~ 51-150.
CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY

8. Eligibility of Applicants

Applicants may be maintainers of primary schools or, subject to the maintainer’s approval, primary schools themselves.

The applicant must have its registered office in Hungary.

Applicants may submit proposals in a consortium
 established with other partner organisations under a co-operation agreement. Partners in the consortium may be: registered non-governmental organisations (e.g.: foundations, associations, unions); county and local municipalities; association of local municipalities, public or municipal council institutions; minority municipal councils; cultural centres; ecclesiastic legal entities; public service companies; educational and professional service providers; pedagogical institutes; primary, secondary and higher education institutions; employment centres; labour force development and training centres,  and business organisations, provided that their activities are closely related to the objectives of the call for proposals, but they can not receive any grant or remuneration for their work in the frame of the project.

Either the maintainer of a specific primary school or the primary school itself may not submit a proposal for any component individually, without each other’s official support. 

.

9. Expected date of notification to applicants of the evaluation of proposals: January 2004.
10. Expected date of contracting: March 2004.

11. Criteria for the evaluation of proposals

Proposals are evaluated according to formal, professional and financial criteria. The Guidelines for Applicants includes detailed description of these criteria.

12. The Application Form and the detailed data to be supplied

Applications must be submitted using the standard application form annexed to the Guidelines for Applicants referred to in Clause 12 of the Call for Proposals. Please respect the format of the application form and strictly follow the instructions concerning the completion thereof. Applications must be submitted in one original and three duplicate copies in Hungarian, with one original and three duplicate copies of a summary in English of the application attached, which constitutes a part of the Application Form.

13. Deadline for the receipt of applications: 30 October, 2003.
Applications received after the deadline, including those received through postal delivery, shall not be evaluated.

14. Detailed information

For further information concerning the application, please consult the Guidelines for Applicants which, as from the date of publishing the Call for Proposals, is available on the website of ESZA Kht. (http://www.esf.hu) and from the website of the Ministry of Education, (http://www.om.hu), or may be collected at the following addresses:

· ESZA Kht., 1146 Budapest, Ajtósi Dürer sor 19-21.

· Branch offices of the Regional Development Agencies

Please submit any questions concerning the Call for Proposals at the e-mail address info@esf.hu or through fax on (+36) 1-468-34-24, indicating the reference number of the Call for Proposals. Questions and answers that may hold interest for other applicants will be published at the URL http://www.esf.hu.

� Consortium: a grouping of eligible natural and legal persons which submits a tender or application to a tender procedure or a Call for Proposals. It is used as a partnership co-operation in the followings.
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